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Case report
Variations of the superior thyroid artery and Internal jugular vein
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Abstract : 
The superior thyroid artery (STA) is the first branch of the external carotid artery.  The Internal jugular vein is a large vein, collects blood from the skull, brain, face and much of the neck. The extenal jugular vein is formed by the union of the posterior division of the retromandibular vein and the posterior auricular vein and drains into the subclavian vein at the  level of the mid-clavicle.
While doing the routine dissection for MBBS students in the Department of Anatomy, NRS Medical College, Kolkata, in April, 2015, few vascular variations were found in the neck of two cadavers. The right sided superior thyroid artery arose from the point of bifurcation of the common carotid artery in one cadaver and in the other one vein, like the external jugular vein (with similarity in origin) ran in the anterior triangle of neck to drain  into the  internal jugular vein on left side. The knowledge of such variations is important for any invasive or surgical procedure in the neck. region.
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